
 

Dimondale Farmers’ Market 

COVID-19 EMERGENCY RESPONSE PLAN 

 

Market staff continues to closely monitor the COVID-19 health crisis, seeking guidance from the 
Village of Dimondale leadership, public safety officials, the Michigan Farmers Market 
Association and other markets.  Governor Witmer has recognized farmers markets as essential 
businesses and the Dimondale Farmers’ Market (DFM) is committed to facilitating the ongoing 
connection of local producers to local consumers. 

The health and safety of our volunteers, vendors and customers is the DFM’s primary concern.  
During this unusual time, the market will operate as a food store, not a social gathering.  Social 
distancing will be enforced and customers will be encouraged to complete their shopping 
transactions efficiently.   

The DFM has implemented procedures and messaging to reduce the risk of spreading the virus 
for the protection of everyone involved.  These measures will remain in effect for the duration 
of Michigan’s public health emergency.  We will add to and modify this list of strategies and 
communications as the public health situation changes and as we learn of new best practices. 

 

Site Management 

• Volunteers will be screened each week upon arrival at the market per recommended 
guidelines and the DFM Screening Program. 

• Access will be limited to the Bridge Street entrance.  The driveway off Washington 
Street will be closed and signed to direct customers accordingly. 

• A volunteer/greeter will manage the entrance and monitor the number of patrons in the 
market for purposes of maintaining the required 6-foot separation.  If necessary, 
customers will be instructed to queue up outside the market until sufficient capacity is 
available.  Additional volunteers will be placed throughout the market to oversee social 
distancing and to help customers complete their shopping as quickly as possible. 

• A public handwashing station will be located at the entrance and shoppers will be 
encouraged to wash their hands upon entering and leaving the market.  Hand sanitizer 
will also be available at vendor booths. 



• Vendor booths will be spaced as far apart as possible and vendor displays will be 
modified to promote visibility and social distancing.  The pavement will be marked to 
identify a 3-foot buffer between customers and vendor tables. 

• No sampling will be allowed. 
• All ready-to-eat items will be packaged “to-go” and no on-site consumption of food will 

be allowed. 
• Live music and special programming will not be offered. 
• Signage will be placed throughout the market reinforcing COVID-19 best practices and 

protocols. 
• Volunteers, vendors and customers will be required to wear a non-medical purpose 

mask or face covering.  (The market will have masks available if needed.) 
• Use of the Village restroom will require each user to wipe down all areas touched by 

them (doorknobs, toilet, sink, counter, etc.) before leaving the room.  Volunteers will 
also wipe down common areas throughout market hours.  

• Equipment, supplies and surfaces used during Bridge Card transactions will be cleaned 
between each transaction. 

Additional Messaging for Vendors  

• Stay home if you feel sick, exhibit any symptoms of COVID-19 or if you have been 
exposed to the virus. 

• Arrange your booth and procedures to comply with social distancing requirements. 
• Minimize customer handling of unpurchased products. 
• Refrain from long conversations to encourage efficient shopping. 
• Wash and dry your hands or use hand sanitizer between each crossover from 

product to payment and vice versa if you cannot designate a specific person at your 
booth to handle cash. 

• Sanitize all customer-facing surfaces at your booth frequently. 
• Bring your own sanitizer and wipes if possible. 

Additional Messaging for Customers 

• Stay home if you feel sick, exhibit any symptoms of COVID-19 or have been 
exposed to the virus. 

• Shop with your eyes and allow vendors to handle all product. 
• If possible, shop solo and make a shopping list in advance. 
• Do not bring dogs to the market during this unusual time. 
• Please consider the market a shopping destination, not a social gathering. 
• Wash your hands when you get home. 
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